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Methodology

This section of the report describes the survey methodology for the WR Numero Philippine
Public Opinion Monitor. We adapted the methodology disclosure standards developed by the
American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR).

Overview
WR Numero conducted a probability survey among 1,765 Filipinos ages 18 and older across
the Philippines. All aspects of the survey, from design and administration to processing and
analysis, were carried out by WR Numero Research, Inc.

Sampling
The Philippines was divided into four study areas: National Capital Region (NCR), North and
Central Luzon, South Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao. The overall survey is nationally
representative and has a ± 2.33% error margin at the 95% confidence level. At the subnational
level, the estimates for error margin is at ± 6.37% for the National Capital Region, ± 4.93% for
North and Central Luzon, ± 4.78% for South Luzon, ± 5.32% for Visayas, and ± 4.86% for
Mindanao at a similar 95% confidence level.

Each of these sites were allocated sample sizes according to probability proportional to
population size (PPS) of the study areas. The sample size for NCR is 237, North and Central
Luzon is 396, South Luzon is 421, Visayas is 340, and Mindanao is 406.

Multi-stage probability sampling was used in the selection of the sample spots (barangays). In
each stage, the sample units have been allocated according to the table below:

Study Area Sample Regions Sample Cities /
Municipalities

Sample Spots
(Barangays)

Probability
Respondents

National Capital
Region (NCR)

1 16 39 237

North and
Central Luzon

4 21 66 396

South Luzon 3 21 70 421

Visayas 3 21 57 340

Mindanao 6 21 68 406
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Total 17 100 300 1800

For the National Capital Region
Stage 1: Selection of sample spots (barangays)
In the first stage for NCR, the 39 allocated sample spots / barangays were distributed
among the 16 cities and municipalities in such a way that each city/municipality was
assigned a number of barangays that is roughly proportional to its population size. Each
city/municipality must have at least one sample barangay. Barangays were then randomly
selected without replacement from within each city/municipality. An additional provision
is that the municipality of Pateros and the city of Taguig were combined and treated as
one city/municipality in this study.

Stage 2: Selection of sample households
In the second stage for NCR, systematic sampling was used to draw five sample households in
each sample barangay. A starting street corner was selected at random. The first sample
household was randomly selected from the households nearest to the starting street corner.
Subsequently, every sixth household was sampled.

Stage 3: Selection of probability respondent
In the last stage for NCR, a respondent was randomly chosen from among household
members who are 18 years and older in each selected sample household. In selecting an
eligible respondent, the CAPI device was programmed to predetermine the sex of the eligible
respondent in such a way that 50% of the sample barangays will require a male-female
alternating scheme while the other 50% of the sample barangays will require a reverse
female-male alternating scheme in selecting the eligible respondent. If there are more than one
eligible respondent, the eligible household member whose birthday is closest to the date of
birth of the interviewer is selected as the probability respondent. A selected probability
respondent unavailable to do the interview at first contact will be visited at least twice in the
next few days to reschedule the interview. But in cases where there are no eligible respondents
in the selected household (whether because of sex requirement or unavailability of the selected
respondent), the interval sampling of households was continued until another eligible
respondent was identified.

For the rest of the Philippines
Stage 1: Selection of sample cities/municipalities
For the first stage, the study areas outside of NCR were initially divided into 16 administrative
regions. All administrative regions were included in the study and were clustered as follows:
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North and Central Luzon
· Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR)
· Region I - Ilocos
· Region II - Cagayan Valley
· Region III - Central Luzon

South Luzon
· Region IV-A - CALABARZON
· Region IV-B- MIMAROPA
· Region V - Bicol

Visayas
· Region VI - Western Visayas
· Region VII - Central Visayas
· Region VIII - Eastern Visayas

Mindanao
· Bangsamoro Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (BARMM)
· Region IX - Zamboanga Peninsula
· Region X - Northern Mindanao
· Region XI - Davao
· Region XII - SOCCSKSARGEN
· Region XIII - CARAGA

Each regional cluster was allocated with 21 cities and municipalities. Within each regional
cluster, 21 cities and municipalities were allocated to each administrative region in proportion
to population size of the administrative region. Each region must also have at least one sample
city or municipality. The sample cities and municipalities were selected randomly without
replacement.   

Stage 2: Selection of sample spots (barangays)
In the second stage, the 261 allocated sample spots / barangays were distributed among the
regional clusters in such a way that each regional cluster was assigned a number of barangays
that is roughly proportional to its population size. Once the cities and municipalities have been
selected, the allocated number of barangays were distributed among the sample cities and
municipalities within each regional cluster proportional to population size of the administration
region. Each city/municipality must have at least one sample barangay. Barangays were then
randomly selected without replacement from within each city/municipality.

Stage 3: Selection of sample households
In the third stage, systematic sampling was used to draw six sample households in each
sample barangay. A designated starting point was initially determined at random. In urban
areas, a starting street corner was selected at random. The first sample household was
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selected using interval sampling from the sixth household nearest to the starting street corner.
Subsequently, every sixth household was sampled. In rural areas, the designated starting point
could be a school, church, chapel, or barangay hall. The first sample household was selected
through interval sampling from the second household nearest to the designated starting point.
Every other household was sampled.

Stage 4: Selection of probability respondent
In the last stage, a respondent was randomly chosen from among household members who are
18 years and older in each selected sample household. In selecting an eligible respondent, the
interview device was programmed to predetermine the sex of the eligible respondent in such a
way that 50% of the sample barangays will require a male-female alternating scheme while the
other 50% of the sample barangays will require a reverse female-male alternating scheme in
selecting the eligible respondent. If there are more than one eligible respondent, the eligible
household member whose birthday is closest to the date of birth of interviewer is selected as
the probability respondent. A selected probability respondent unavailable to do the interview at
first contact will be visited at least twice in the next few days to reschedule the interview. But in
cases where there are no eligible respondents in the selected household (whether because of
sex requirement or unavailability of the selected respondent), the interval sampling of
households was continued until another eligible respondent was identified.

Questionnaire

The questionnaire fielded during the survey was solely designed, tested, and programmed by
WR Numero staff. A series of workshops among WR Numero staff were conducted to produce
the questionnaire. The full survey questionnaire was tested from 09 to 10 March 2024 prior to
fieldwork. The original questionnaire was prepared in Filipino and was translated in Bisaya. The
Bisaya translation was prepared by an expert and was assessed by a team of native speakers.
Both versions of the questionnaire were programmed into the CAPI device and can neither be
amended nor revised by any of the interviewers.

A copy of the fielded questionnaire may be requested via inquiry@wrnumero.com.

Interviews

The mode of interview for the survey is computer-assisted interviewing (CAPI). The interviews
were administered face-to-face using internet-capable devices like digital tablets or mobile
phones. All interviews were conducted between 12 March to 24 March 2024. The interviews
were conducted primarily in Filipino, or a combination of both. Filipino citizens regardless of
voter registration status were interviewed but no proof of citizenship was requested. None of
the respondents were given payment for their participation in the survey.
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The interviewers were recruited, trained, and supervised by WR Numero staff. They come from
different socio-economic backgrounds but all have some forms of college education. They are
generally multilingual in English, Filipino, and in another regional language. Interviewers
conducted fieldwork in areas where they speak the majority language. Most of the interviewers
have significant experience in field research. All interviewers also completed at least four
day-long training sessions on survey methodology, field research, the survey questionnaire,
and on the use of the CAPI device. Interviewers followed a fieldwork plan and their work was
supervised daily.

Data Quality

To ensure high-quality data, WR Numero performed quality checks to identify any erroneous or
fabricated interview. We conducted a spot check of a selection of responses received from the
field. In this process, a set of completed interviews randomly selected according to the
allocated quota for each of the main study areas have been reviewed for accuracy and
consistency. This step included identification of basic errors in data entries including
duplication of entries, missing information, and/or incomplete information. This step also
included flagging of suspicious interview times, dates, locations, and durations inconsistent
with the fieldwork plan as well as suspicious patterned responses. Audio recording of
interviews for data entries considered suspicious are reviewed. Data entries which did not
satisfy this step of the data quality checks were either removed from the dataset prior to
weighting and analysis or corrected by the interviewer whichever is appropriate according to
the data quality check protocol. At least 20% of all the responses received from the field
underwent thorough data quality checks.

Weighting

To account for the sample design and to ensure appropriate estimation of variances, samples
were weighted. To yield representative figures at the national level, census-based population
weights are applied to the survey data. Samples were weighted using iterative proportional
fitting (raking) that matches age, sex, and regional population distributions in the sample to
parameters from the latest census data. Given the multi-stage stratified systematic area
sampling with Kish Grid method, the procedure for generating weights followed the following
steps:

Basic Sampling Weight Calculation
The Basic Sampling Weights correspond to the respective probabilities at each stage of
the sampling design.
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A. City/Municipality Selection Weight
The city/municipality selection weight is given by the formula

B. Barangay Selection Weight
The barangay selection weight is given by the formula

C. Household Selection Weight
The household selection weight is given by the formula

D. Respondent Selection Weight
The respondent selection weight is given by
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Non-Response Adjustment
After the base weights are generated, the weights must be adjusted for non-response to
ensure the sample represents the intended population, including those who did not
respond, or for sampling units which are over-represented in the sample. The
adjustment is done at each sampling stage. In general,

Post-Stratification Adjustment
After the base weights are generated and adjusted for non-response and
over-sampling, the weights of the sample population are aligned with known
demographic distributions from the official population counts for each stratum.

Final Weight Calculation
Finally, all the weights from the above steps are combined to derive the final weight for
each respondent.

Dispositions and response rates

AAPOR code Total
Completed interviews I 1,765
Partial interviews P 0
Refusals and break off R 365
Non-contact NC 96
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Dropped Responses - 47
Unknown household UH 0
Unknown other UO 0
Other O 0
Total sample used - 2,273
Response rate I/((I+P)+(R+NC+O)+(UH+UO)) 79%
Cooperation rate I/((I+P)+R+O) 83%
Refusal rate R/((I+P)+(R+NC+O)+(UH+UO)) 1.6%
Contact rate ((I+P)+R+O)/((I+P)+(R+NC+O)+(UH+UO)) 96%

Scientific integrity

This independent, non-partisan, and scientific survey was carried out with funding from WR
Numero Research, Inc. and other individuals and organizations. These individuals and
organizations have commissioned a set of survey questions fielded as part of the WR Numero
Philippine Public Opinion Monitor. The results of the commissioned questions are not released
to the public unless otherwise requested by the commissioning party. No individual or
organization, partisan or non-partisan, has singularly commissioned the entire survey. The
survey remains an independent, non-partisan, and scientific research project by WR Numero.

As a scientific exercise, users of this report and the broader public are reminded that sampling
error is only one of many potential sources of errors in surveys and there may be other
unmeasured errors in this or any other public opinion poll conducted by other organizations.
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Terminology
With regard to the demographic profile of The Opinion Monitor’s respondents, this study used
these definitions for the following terms.

Age -We asked respondents to provide their current age at the time of the interview. Using this
information, we have categorized the respondents according to three age groups: 30 and
Below, 31-59, and 60 and Above

Income Class -We asked respondents to provide an estimate of their current monthly
household income. This refers to the cumulative income of the all members of the household
in a month. Using their answers, we have categorized the respondents according to the
following six income class groups:

Class A : Monthly household income is more than PHP 280,000
Class B : Monthly household income is between PHP 168,001 to PHP 280,000
Class C : Monthly household income is between PHP 28,001 to PHP 168,000
Class D : Monthly household income is between is PHP 14,001 to PHP 28,000
Class E : Monthly household income is less than PHP 14,000

Sex -We asked respondents to identify their sex at birth based on the following options: Male
and Female.

Gender -We asked respondents to identify their gender based on the following options:
Straight, Gay (“bakla”), Lesbian, Bisexual, Queer, Others, Refused to Answer. Using the
answers, we have categorized the respondents according to three gender groups:
Heterosexual, LGBTQIA+, and Refused to Answer

OFW-Remittances Receiving Household -We asked respondents if they presently receive
any remittances from any overseas Filipino worker. Using the answers, we have categorized the
respondents according to two groups: OFW-Remittances Receiving Household and
Non-OFWRemittances Receiving Household.

Partisanship -We asked respondents to self-identify their partisanship according to the
following options: Administration Supporter, Opposition Supporter, Independent, Unsure.

Ideology -We asked respondents to self-identify their ideological affiliation according to the
following options: Left-wing, Right-wing, Centrist, and Unsure.
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Voter Type -We asked respondents how they have participated, or otherwise, in the last local
and national elections. Those who say that they have voted in the immediate past local and
national elections and say that they will continue to vote are categorized as Likely Voters.
Respondents who expressed that they have voted for the first time in the immediate past local
and national elections are categorized as First Time Voters. Those who say that they have
failed to vote in the immediate past local and national elections despite being registered voters
were categorized as Non-Participating Eligible Voters. And the respondents who expressed
that they are not registered voters despite being eligible were categorized as Unregistered
Eligible Voters.

Media Use -We asked respondents to rate how often they used the following media platforms:
Print Media, Tabloids, Radio, Television, Online News Websites, Facebook, Tiktok, Instagram,
Twitter, and YouTube. Using their answers, we have categorized the respondents according to
three groups: Frequent TV Users, Frequent Radio Users, and Frequent Social Media Users.

41



Research Team

PROJECT LEADS

CLEVE V. ARGUELLES, MA
Project Director
Head of Partnerships, Publications, and Public
Engagement (3PE) Team
President and CEO, WR Numero

JOSHUA ANGELO E. BATA, MSc
Project Co-Director
Head of Methodology Team
Fellow and Head of Research, WR Numero

ALJON PATRICK ACUPAN
Head of Field Team
Senior Research Associate, WR Numero

CID RYAN P. MANALO
Head of Data Team
Senior Researcher, WR Numero

42



PROJECT TEAMS

METHODOLOGY TEAM
Nathaniel Noya
AJ Montesa
Bernard Advincula
Petronilo Figueroa III

FIELD TEAM
Carmela Adelantar, Lead for Visayas
Sabrina Carlos, Lead for South Luzon
Suwaid Ebrahim, Lead for Mindanao
Paula Hamoy, MA, Lead for North and Central Luzon
Christian Verzola, Lead for Metro Manila
James Balbuena
Matthew Volante

DATA TEAM
Rafael Acuña
Princess Bartido
Rogelio Cerezo III

PARTNERSHIPS, PUBLICATIONS, AND PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT (3PE) TEAM
Jezryl Genecera, Lead for Public Engagement
Charmaine Tadalan, Media Campaigns Lead
Raphaelle Rodriguez, Digital Marketing Lead
Amber Garma, Partnerships Lead
Liana Apostol
Vernice Mendoza
Andrina Mukhi

43



FIELD RESEARCHERS

Aliño
Balbuena
Canogoran
Dollesin
Dorico
Duterte
Fabilane
Formigonez
Ilagan
Leonor
Malgapo
Reondanga
Smith
Aday
Agatep
Agbunag
Batucan
Bay-od
Bilog
Borromeo
Cuevas
Dabu
Dinahum
Espiritu
Fernandez, F
Fernandez, J
Garcia

Ipio
Lampa
Magno
Abad
Abitria
Alcaide
Bongalon
Bunyi, E
Bunyi, G
Curtan
De Vera
Ibong
Lomugdang
Lopez
Lumis
Malaa
Meade
Mojica
Pamatian
Pletado
Rabi
Realco
Reazo
Romero
Salazar
Verzo
Vico

Villegas
Abellanosa
Aquino
Baricuatro
Bulawan
Canono
Chiong
Dela Cruz
Francisco
Gica and Kilat
Labrador
Lazarito
Lilio
Militante
Nabong
Ondez
Ortega
Panes
Patayan
Roca
Romo
Salmingo
Serrano
Talento
Villafuerte
Villareal
Abastas

Acain
Ali
Damasco
Dical
Donna
Doong
Gallego
Hadji Ali
Haron
Masibpal
Pasok
Piamonte
Robles
Salinas
Samontiza
Sarangani
Tagiobon
Taro
Unos
Arcamo
Asnawi, JJ
Asnawi, JR
Batua-an
Bonjoc
Cayadong

44



WR Numero Executive Team

Prof. Robin Michael U. Garcia, PhD
Founder and Chairman of the Board of Directors

Dr. Robin Michael U. Garcia is a
Shanghai-trained political scientist, professor,
and public affairs adviser. He is a
2023-24 Visiting Scholar at the Perry
World House at the University of
Pennsylvania, and a 2023 Eisenhower
Global Fellow where he studies data
analytics and opinion research.

He is the President and CEO of WR
Advisory Group, a public affairs firm
which specializes in data, strategy, and
communications. Concurrently he is
the Founder and Chairman of its
opinion research arm, WR Numero
Research. He is an Assistant Professor
at the Political Economy Program of
the University of Asia & the Pacific (UA&P) in
Manila.

His research interests lie at the intersection of political economy, international relations, and
political psychology applied to Southeast Asia, the Philippines, and China. He obtained a
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in International Politics from Fudan University in Shanghai where
he was distinguished with the Dean’s Award for Academic Excellence in 2017.

He obtained a Master of Public Administration from the University of the Philippines’ National
College of Public Administration and Governance (UP-NCPAG), as well as a BA in Development
Studies from De La Salle University where he was awarded the Gawad Magaaral Award
(Distinguished Student Award) for competitive parliamentary debating.

45



Cleve V. Arguelles, MA
President and Chief Executive Officer

Cleve V. Arguelles is a political scientist
whose scholarship examines
contemporary challenges to
democratization in the Philippines and
Southeast Asia. Aside from leading WR
Numero, he is also Assistant Professorial
Lecturer in the Department of Political
Science and Development Studies at De
La Salle University Manila.

To date, Cleve has been awarded more
than PHP 15 million in research grants
and commissioned research funding. His
research has explored public attitudes on
populism, youth political participation,
and the role of media systems in
disinformation vulnerability. He is the
author of more than 20 book chapters,
journal articles, and public reports
as well co-editor of several journal special
issues.

He has been consistently listed as among the top 10 political scientists and top 100 social
scientists in the Philippines based on research citations (AD Scientific Index 2022, 2023, 2024).

Cleve also strongly contributes to public scholarship through consulting and policy work with
leaders and organizations in civil society, development, and government. In 2023, he was
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